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PROPOSED  RULES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

National  Fire  Prevention  arrd  Control 
Administration 

[  15  CFR  Part  1810  ] 

REIMBURSEMENT  FOR  COSTS  OF  FIRE¬ 
FIGHTING  ON  FEDERAL  PROPERTY 

Submission  and  Determination  of  Claims 

Section  11  of  the  Federal  Fire  Preven¬ 
tion  and  Control  Act  of  1974  (Pub.  L. 
93-498,  88  Stat.  1535,  15  U.S.C.  2201 
et  seq.,  278  (f),  (g).  42  UJ5.C.  290(a)) 
(“the  Act”),  authorizes  reimbursement 
to  fire  services  for  the  direct  costs  and 
losses  they  incur  in  firefighting  on  prop¬ 
erty  which  is  imder  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States.  This  is  a  notice  of  pro¬ 
posed  rulemaking  issued  by  the  Admin¬ 
istrator,  National  Fire  Prevention  and 
Control  Administration,  which  would  im¬ 
plement  Section  11  of  the  Act  and  would 
govern  the  submission  and  determina¬ 
tion  of  claims  under  Section  11  of  the 
Act.  Although  the  regulations  will  not  go 
into  effect  until  final  publication  in  the 
Federal  Register,  otherwise  eligible 
claims  arising  since  enactment  of  Sec¬ 
tion  11  of  the  Act  (October  29, 1974)  will 
then  be  cognizable. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  Section  11  of 
the  Act,  the  Comptroller  General  ruled 
that  where  Federal  property  is  within  the 
area  where  a  fire  service  must  by  law  or 
contract,  provide  fire  protection  free-of- 
charge,  Federal  agencies  may  not  reim- 
binse  a  fire  service  for  its  costs  arising 
out  of  the  fighting  of  fires  on  Federal 
property.  49  Comp.  Gen.  284  (1969) .  Con¬ 
sistent  with  this  general  principle,  re¬ 
imbursement  was  denied  for  the  costs  of 
fire  services  participating  in  the  firefight¬ 
ing  effort  at  the  Federal  Military  Per¬ 
sonnel  Records  Center  Qear  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  in  1973.  53  Comp.  Gen.  410 
( 1973) .  The  legislative  history  of  Section 
11  of  the  Act  discloses  that  the  Records 
Center  fire  was  a  significant  factor  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  inclusion  of  a  reimbursement 
provision  in  the  Federal  Fire  Prevention 
and  Control  Act  of  1974  and  that  this 
fire  presents  a  typical  situati(m  for  re¬ 
imbursement  imder  Section  11  of  the 
Act.  The  definitions  in  §  1810.02  and 
other  provisions  of  these  proposed  reg¬ 
ulations  reflect  this  legislative  history. 

Where  a  potential  claimant  has  been 
reimbursed  for  losses  by  an  insurer,  the 
insurer  cannot  then  claim  reimburse¬ 
ment  in  its  own  name  or  in  the  name 
of  the  fire  service  under  Section  11  of 
the  Act.  The  statutory  language  and 
the  legislative  history  indicate  that  Con¬ 
gress  intended  the  class  of  claimants  to 
be  limited  to  fire  services  and  their  par¬ 
ent  jurisdictions.  See  §  1810.03  (c>  and 
(e» . 

Section  11  of  the  Act  provides  that  a 
claim  shall  include  such  supporting  in¬ 
formation  as  the  Administrator  may 
prescribe.  Section  1810.11  of  the  regula¬ 
tions  sets  out  the  required  documenta¬ 
tion  for  each  claim. 

Section  11  requires  that  a  claim  be 
reduced  by  the  amount  of  any  payment, 
including  taxes  or  payments  in  lieu  of 


taxes,  that  the  United  States  has  made 
for  the  support  of  the  claimant  fire  serv¬ 
ice.  Such  payments  include  categorical 
and  block  grants  as  well  as  contracts. 
Where  the  pasments  to  a  fire  service’s 
parent  juri^iction  are  for  many  pur¬ 
poses,  only  the  amount  allocable  to  fire 
services  for  the  property  in  question  is 
to  be  subtracted  from  the  claim.  18.10.03 
(g),  1810.12  (a)  and  (c). 

Mutual  aid  agreements  entered  into 
by  a  fire  service  and  a  Federal  agency 
are  not  affected  by  Section  11.  However, 
where  such  agreements  provide  equiva¬ 
lent  or  greater  reimburs^ent  than  is 
available  imder  Section  11  of  the  Act, 
no  reimbursement  will  be  made  under 
Section  11.  Likewise,  where  an  agree¬ 
ment  by  its  terms  exclusively  defines  a 
financial  or  mutual  support  relationship 
between  the  parties,  there  is  to  be  no 
reimbursement  under  Section  11  of  the 
Act.  Where  an  agreement  does  not  pro¬ 
vide  reimbursement  equivalent  to  that 
available  under  Section  11  of  the  Act, 
and  it  does  not  by  its  terms  preclude 
other  reimbursement,  a  claim  may  be 
made  for  eligible  costs  under  Section  11 
of  the  Act,  but  only  for  those  amounts 
not  reimbursed  or  covered  by  services  of 
equivalent  value  under  the  mutual  aid 
agreement. 

Claims  and  supporting  documentation 
shall  be  submitt^  to  the  Administra¬ 
tor,  NFPCA,  as  promptly  after  a  fire  as 
possible,  but  in  no  event  later  than  90 
da'ys  following  the  fire  for  which  the 
claim  is  made  (except  for  fires  that  oc¬ 
curred  prior  to  promulgation  of  these 
regulations  in  final  form).  Each  claim 
will  then  be  reviewed  and  the  determi¬ 
nation  will  be  made  of  the  amount  of 
loss.  Payment  will  not  be  made  until 
after  the  end  ot  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment’s  fiscal  year  in  which  the  fire  oc¬ 
curred.  however,  because  Section  11  of 
the  Act  acquires  that  claims  be  reduced 
by  the  amount  of  any  Federal  payment 
for  fire  protection.  Such  Federal  pay¬ 
ments  are  to  be  determined  on  a  &cal 
year  basis.  §  1810.12. 

Inquiries  and  comments  on  these  pro¬ 
posed  regulations  will  be  received  on  or 
before  February  7, 1977.  Fire  service  per¬ 
sonnel.  government  officials,  insurance 
representatives,  and  public  administra¬ 
tion  experts  are  encouraged  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  comment  on  the  regula¬ 
tions.  All  correspondence  relative  to 
these  rules  should  so  indicate,  and  shall 
be  sent  on  or  before  February  7,  1977, 
to: 

Chief  (Counsel,  National  Fire  Prevention  tmd 

Control  Administration.  Department  of 

Commerce.  P.O.  Box  19518,  Washington, 

D.C.  20036. 

It  is  proposed  to  amend  Title  15  of 
the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  by 
establishing  a  new  Part  1810,  as  follows: 

PART  1810— REIMBURSEMENT  FOR 

COSTS  OF  FIREFIGHTING  ON  FEDERAL 

PROPERTY 

Subpart  A — Purpose,  Scope,  Definitions 

Sec. 

1810.01  Purpose. 

1810.02  Scope. 

1810.03  Definitions. 


Subpart  B — Submission,  Determination,  Appeals 

1810.11  Submission  of  claims. 

1810.12  Determination  of  amount  author¬ 

ized  far  payment. 

1810.13  Reconsideration  of  amount  author¬ 

ized  for  payment. 

1810.14  Adjudication. 

Subpart  C — Administration,  Penalties 

1810.21  Effective  date. 

1810.22  Audits. 

1810.23  Penalties. 

Authoeitt:  Secs.  11,  21(b)  (6),  Federal  Fire 
Prevention  and  Control  Act  of  1974  (Pub.  L. 
93-498,  88  Stat.  1536,  15  U.S.C.  2201  et  seq., 
278  f,  g,  42  U.S.C.  290(a) ) , 

Subpart  A — Purpose,  Scope,  Definitions 
§  1810.01  Purpose. 

Section  11  of  the  Federal  Fire  Preven¬ 
tion  and  Control  Act  of  1974  (Pub.  L. 
93-498,  88  Stat.  1535,  15  U.S.C.  2201  et 
seq.,  278  f,  g,  42  U.S.C.  290(a) ) ,  provides 
that  “each  fire  service  that  engages  in 
the  fighting  of  a  fire  on  property  which 
is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  may  file  a  claim  with  the  Admin¬ 
istrator  [NFPCA]  for  the  amount  of  di¬ 
rect  expenses  and  direct  losses  incurred 
by  such  fire  services  as  a  result  of  fight¬ 
ing  such  fire.”  This  Part,  15  CFR  Part 
1810,  implements  that  provision  and  gov¬ 
erns  the  submission,  determination,  and 
ai^ieal  of  claims  under  Section  11. 

§  1810.02  Scope. 

All  fire  services,  in  any  State,  suffering 
losses  eligible  for  reimbursement  under 
these  regulations  and  Section  11  of  the 
Act  since  the  enactment  of  Section  11 
(October  29,  1974)  may  submit  claims 
pursuant  to  these  regulations.  Where 
there  is  a  mutual  aid  agreement  between 
the  claimant  and  the  United  States  or 
any  agency  thereof,  no  reimbursement  is 
available  under  Section  11  if  that  agree¬ 
ment  by  its  terms  exclusively  defines  a 
financial  or  mutual  aid  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  the  claim¬ 
ant  or  if,  under  the  terms  of  such  agree¬ 
ment,  the  claimant  would  be  entitled  to 
payments  and/or  services  of  equivalent 
or  greater  value  than  that  to  which  the 
claimant  would  be  entitled  under  a  Sec¬ 
tion  11  claim. 

§  1810.03  Definitions. 

(a)  “The  Act"  means  the  Federal  Fire 
Prevention  and  Control  Act  of  1974  (Pub. 
L.  93-498,  88  Stat.  1535,  15  U.S.C.  2201  et 
seq.,  2781  f,  g,  42  U.S.C.  290(a) ) . 

(b)  “Administrator”  means  the  Ad¬ 
ministrator  of  the  National  Fire  Preven¬ 
tion  and  Control  Administration. 

(c)  “Claimant”  means  a  fire  service. 

(d)  “Direct  costs  and  losses”  means 
costs  and  losses  which  would  not  have 
been  incurred  had  not  the  fire  in  question 
taken  place.  These  include  salaries  for 
specially  employed  personnel,  overtime 
pay,  the  cost  of  supplies  expended,  and 
the  depreciated  value  of  equipment  de¬ 
stroyed  or  damaged.  It  does  not  include 
such  costs  as  the  ordinary  wages  of  fife- 
fighters,  overhead  costs,  or  depreciation. 

(e)  “Fire  service”  means  any  organi¬ 
zation  in  any  state  consisting  of  person¬ 
nel,  apparatus  and  equipment  which  has 
as  its  purpose  protecting  property  and 
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maintauiing  the  safety  and  welfare 
the  public  from  the  dangers  of  fire,  In¬ 
cluding  a  private  fire-fighting  brigade. 
The  personnel  of  any  such  organization 
may  be  paid  employees  or  unpaid  volun¬ 
teers  or  any  c<»nbination  thereof.  The 
location  of  any  such  organization  and  its 
responsibility  for  extinguishment  and 
suppression  of  fires  may  include,  but 
need  not  be  limited  to.  a  State,  city,  town, 
borough,  parish,  county,  fire  district,  fire 
protection  district,  ru^  fire  district,  or 
other  special  district. 

(f)  “NFTCA”  means  the  National  Fire 
Prevention  and  Control  Administration. 

( g)  “Payments  to  the  fire  service  or  Its 
parent  jurisdiction,  including  taxes  or 
payments  in  lieu  of  taxes,  the  United 
States  has  made  for  the  support  of  fire 
services  on  the  property  in  question” 
means  any  Federal  monies,  including 
those  made  available  through  categorical 
or  block  grants,  special  or  general  reve¬ 
nue  sharing,  or  contracts,  which  have 
been  paid  dming  the  fiscal  year  of  the 
fire.  Only  those  portions  of  payments 
which  are  allocable  to,  and  have  been 
allocated  for,  the  provision  of  fire  serv¬ 
ices  for  the  property  in  question  are  to  be 
subtracted  from  the  claim,  pursuant  to 
Section  11  (b)  and  (c)  of  the  Act  and 
§  1810.12  of  these  regulations. 

(h)  “Property  which  is  under  the  ju¬ 
risdiction  of  the  United  States’^means 
real  property  which  the  United*  States 
owns  in  fee.  This  excludes  Federal  lease¬ 
hold  Interests  and  private  improvements 
on  federally-owned  land. 

(i)  “State”  means  any  State,  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  the  Commonwealth  of 
Puerto  Rico,  the  Virgin  Islands,  the 
Canal  Zone,  Guam,  American  Sdmoa, 
the  Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Is¬ 
lands,  and  any  other  territory  or  pos¬ 
session  of  the  United  States. 

Subpart  B — Submission,  Determination, 
Appeal 

§  1810.11  Submission  of  claims. 

Any  fire  service  in  any  State  which 
beheves  it  has  a  claim  (s)  cognizable  im- 
der  Section  11  shall  submit  its  claim(s) 
in  writing  within  90  days  of  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  the  fire(s)  for  which  a  claim (s) 
is  made  (except  that  if  the  fire(s)  oc¬ 
curred  between  October  29,  1974  and  the 
effective  date  of  these  regulations,  the 
claim(s)  for  those  fires  shall.be  sub¬ 
mitted  within  6  months  of  that  effec¬ 
tive  date)  to  the  Administrator,  Na¬ 
tional  Fire  Prevention  and  Control  Ad¬ 
ministration,  Department  of  Commerce, 
P.O.  Box  19518,  Washington,  D.C.  20036. 
Each  claim  shall  include  the  following 
information: 

(a)  Name,  address,  jurisdiction  and 
nature  (volunteer,  private,  municipal, 
etc.)  of  claimant’s  fire  service  organiza¬ 
tion; 

<  b)  Name,  title,  address  and  telephone 
number  of  individual  authorized  by  the 
claimant  fire  service  to  make  this  claim 
in  its  behalf; 

(c)  Evidence  of  claimant’s  authority 
to  file  claim  in  behalf  of  fire  service; 

(d)  Name  and  address  of  Federal 
agency  having  jurisdiction  over  the 
property  on  which  fire  occurred; 


(e)  Location  of  fire  (within  building 
or  complex) ; 

(f)  Description  of  property  burned 
(c<xitents  and/or  structure) ; 

(g)  Source  and  time  of  alarm; 

(h)  Personnel  and  equipment  commit¬ 
ted  to  fighting  of  fire  (type  of  equipment 
and  number  of  itemq) ; 

(i)  Cope  of  fire  report; 

(j)  Itemized  list  of  direct  expenses 
(e.g.,  manhours  and  hoturs  of  equipment 
operation,  fuel  costs,  consiunables,  over¬ 
time,  pay  and  wages  for  any  specially 
hired  personnel)  and  direct  losses  (e.g., 
damaged  or  destroyed  equipment,  to  in¬ 
clude  purchase  cost,  estimate,  of  the  cost 
of  repairs,  statement  of  depreciated 
value  immediately  preceding  and  sub¬ 
sequent  to  the  damage  or  destruction 
and  the  extent  of  insurance  coverage) 
actually  incurred  in  fighting  and  fire.  A 
statement  should  be  included  explaining 
why  each  such  expense  or  loss  is  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  claimant  not  to  be  a  nor¬ 
mal  operating  cost,  or  to  be  in  excess  of 
normal  operating  costs; 

(k)  Proof  of  Federal  ownership  In  fee 

of  the  property  on  which  the  fire  oc¬ 
curred;  ’ 

(l)  A  copy  of  any  mutual  aid  agree¬ 
ment  (s),  or  in  the  absence  of  a  copy, 
other  evidence  of  any  binding  mutual 
aid  agreement(s)  between  the  claimant 
and  the  United  States  or  any  of  its  in¬ 
strumentalities; 

(m)  Such  other  information  or  docu¬ 
mentation  as  the  Administrator  c(m- 
siders  relevant  to  those  considerations  to 
be  made  in  determining  the  amount  au¬ 
thorized  for  payment,  as  set  forth  in 
§  1810.12  of  these  regulations;  and 

(n)  Signed  and  sworn  statement  by 
authorized  official  of  claimant  fire  service 
organization  that  the  information  and 
documentation  provided  in  support  of 
the  claim  are  true  and  accurate  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

(o)  Source  and  amoimt  of  any  pay¬ 
ments  received  or  to  be  received  for  the 
fiscal  year  in  which  the  fire  occurred, 
including  taxes  or  payments  in  lieu  of 
taxes  and  including  all  monies  received 
or  receivable  from  the  United  States 
through  any  program  or  agreement^in- 
cluding  categorical,  block  or  revenue 
sharing  grants,  and  contracts,  by  the 
claimant  fire  service  or  its  parent  juris¬ 
diction  for  the  support  of  fire  services  on 
jthe  property  on  which  the  fire  occurred. 
If  this  information  is  available  when  the 
claim  is  submitted,  it  should  accompany 
the  claim.  If  it  is  not,  the  information 
should  be  submitted  as  soon  as  practica¬ 
ble,  but  no  later  than  15  days  after  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year  in  which  the  fire 
occurred. 

§  1810.12  Dcterniiiiation  of  amount 
authorized  for  payment. 

(a)  The  Administrator  shall  estab¬ 
lish  the  reimbursable  amount  by  deter¬ 
mining; 

(1)  The  extent  to  which  the  fire  serv¬ 
ice  incurred  additional  firefighting  costs, 
over  and  above  its  normal  (H>erating 
costs,  in  connection  with  the  fire  which  is 
the  subject  of  the  claim,  i.e.,  the  “amount 
of  loss”;  and 


(2)  What  payments,  if  any,  including 
taxes  or  payments  in  lieu  of  taxes,  the 
fire  service  or  its  parent  jurisdiction  has 
received  from  the  United  States  for  the 
support  of  fire  services  on  the  property 
on  which  the  fire  occurred. 

The  reimbursable  amount  is  the  amount, 
if  any,  by  which  the  amount  of  loss,  de¬ 
termined  under  subparagraph  (1)  of  this 
paragraph,  exceeds  the  amount  of  pay¬ 
ments  determined  under  subparagraph 
(2)  of  this  paragraph.  Where  more  than 
one  claim  is  filed  in  a  single  fiscal  year, 
the  aggregate  reimbursable  amount  is 
the  amount  by  which  the  total  amounts 
of  loss,  determined  under  subparagraph 
(1)  of  this  paragraph,  exceed  the  amount 
of  federal  payments  determined  under 
subparagraph  (2)  of  this  paragraph . 

(b)  The  Administrator  will  first  de¬ 
termine  the  amount  of  loss  as  contem¬ 
plated  in  paragraph  (a)  (1)  of  this  sec¬ 
tion.  He  will  then  notify  the  claimant  as 
to  that  amount.  The  claimant  must  in¬ 
dicate  within  30  days  its  acceptance  or 
rejection  of  that  amount. 

(1)  If  the  determination  is  accepted  by 
the  claimant,  this  will  be  the  final  ano 
conclusive  determination  of  the  amount 
of  loss  by  the  claimant  in  conjimctlon 
with  the  fire  for  which  the  claim  is  sub¬ 
mitted. 

(2)  If  the  claimant  rejects  this  amount, 
it  must  notify  the  Administrator,  within 
30  days,  of  its  reasons  for  Its  rejection. 
Upon  receipt  of  notification  of  rejection, 
the  Administrator  shall  reconsider  his 
determination  and  notify  the  claimant  of 
the  results  of  the  reconsideration.  The 
amount  determined  on  reconsideration 
will  constitute  the  amount  of  loss  to  be 
used  by  the  Administrator  in  determin¬ 
ing  the  reimbursable  amount. 

(c)  Upon  receipt  of  documentation 
from  the  claimant  on  the  amount  of  pay¬ 
ments  the  Federal  government  has  made 
for  the  support  of  fire  services  on  the 
property  in  question,  the  Administrator 
will,  following  such  verification  or  inves¬ 
tigation  as  the  Administrator  may  deem 
appropriate,  calculate  the  full  amount  to 
be  reimbursed  under  the  Section  11  for¬ 
mula  as  set  forth  in  §  1810.12(a).  This 
calculation  of  the  reimbursable  amount 
is  based  upon  the  amount  of  loss  deter¬ 
mined  pursuant  to  §  1810.12(b)  and  the 
documentation  of  Federal  payments  that 
the  claimant  received. 

(d)  The  Administrator’s  determination 
of  the  reimbursable  amount  will  be  sent 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  upon 
receipt  of  the  claim  and  determination 
made  under  §1810.12  (a),  (b)  and  (c), 
determine  the  amount  authorized  for 
payment,  which  shall  be  the  amount 
actually  available  for  payment  from  any 
monies  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated  but  subject  to  reimburse¬ 
ment  (,fr<»n  any  appropriations  which 
may  be  available  or  which  may  be  made 
available  for  the  purpose)  by  the  Federal 
department  or  agency  under  whose  juris¬ 
diction  the  fire  occiured.  This  shall  be  a 
sum  no  greater,  although  it  may  be  less, 
than  the  reimbiu^able  amount  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Administrator,  NFPCA, 
with  respect  to  the  claim  under  S  1810.12 
(a),  (b)  and  (c). 
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(e)  Upon  receipt  of  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treasury’s  determination,  the  Ad¬ 
ministrator  win  notify  the  claimant  in 
writing  of  that  amount  of  money  author¬ 
ized  for  pa3nnent  in  fuU  settlnnent  of  the 
claim.  The  claimant  wiU  then  have  30 
days  in  which  to  indicate  his  acceptance 
of  the  authorized  amount  in  fuU  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  chum  or  to  protest  such 
amopnt  to  the  Administrator. 

(f)  Upon  receipt  of  written  notifica¬ 
tion  from  the  claimant  of  its  intention  to 
accept  the  amount  authorized  as  fuU  set¬ 
tlement  of  the  claim.  acc<mipanied  by  a 
properly  executed  document  of  release, 
the  Administrator  will  forward  the  claim, 
a  copy  of  the  Administrator’s  determina¬ 
tion  and  the  claimant’s  document  of  re¬ 
lease  to  the  Secretary  of  the  'Treasury 
for  payment  of  the  claim  in  the  amount 
authorized. 

§  1810.13  Reconsideration  of  amount 
authorized  for  payment. 

<^a>  If  the  claimant  elects  to  protest 
the  amount  authorized  for  payment,  it 
must  within  30  days  of  receipt  of  noti¬ 
fication  of  the  amount  authorized  notify 
the  Administrator  in  writing  of  its  ob¬ 
jections  and  set  forth  the  reasons  why 
the  Administrator  should  reconsider  his 
determination.  The  Administrator  will 
upon  notice  of  protest  and  receipt  of  ad¬ 
ditional  evidence  reconsider  his  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  amoimt  of  Federal  pay¬ 
ments  under  §  1810.12(a)  (2)  but'not  his 
determination  of  the  amoimt^ of  loss 
imder  §  1810.12(a)(1).  He  shall  cause  a 
reconsideration  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  amount  actually  avail¬ 
able  an^  authorized  for  payment  by  the 
Treasury.  The  Administrator,  upon  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  Secretary  of  the  .’Treasury’s 
reconsidered  determination,  will  notify 
the  claimant  in  writing  of  the  amount 
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authorized,  upon  reconsideration,  for 
payment  in  full  settlement  of  the  claim. 

(b)  If  the  claimant  electa  to  accept 
the  amount  authorized,  upon  reconsid¬ 
eration,  for  payment  in  full  settlement 
of  its  claim,  it  must  within  30  days  (or 
a  longer  period  of  time  acceptable  to  the 
Administrator)  of  its  receipt  of  that  de¬ 
termination  notify  the  Administrator  of 
its  acceptance  in  writing  accompanied 
by  a  properly  executed  document  of  re¬ 
lease.  Upon  receipt  of  such  notice  and 
docmnent  of  release,  the  Administrator 
will  forv’ard  the  claim,  a  copy  of  the 
Administrator’s  final  determination,  and 
the  claimant’s  document  of  release  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  payment 
of  the  claim  in  the  amount  of  final 
authorization. 

§  1810.14  .Ldjudication. 

If  the  claimant,  after  written  notice 
by  the  Administrator  of  the  amount  au¬ 
thorized,  upon  reconsideration,  for  pay¬ 
ment  in  full  settlement  of  the  claim, 
elects  to  dispute  the  amount  authorized, 
it  may  then  initiate  action  in  the  Court 
of  Claims  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  have  jurisdiction  to  adjudicate  the 
claim  and  enter  judgment  in  accordance 
with  Section  11(d)  of  the  Act.  In  any 
event,  a  claimant  may  initiate  action  in 
the  Court  of  Claims  if,  within  one  year 
of  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  in  which  the 
fire  occurred,  the  Administrator  has  not 
determined  an  amount  authorized  for 
payment  in  full  settlement  of  the  claim 
that  is  agreeable  to  the  claimant. 

Subpart  C — Administration,  Penalties 
§1810.21  Effeclive  date. 

This  part  becomes  effective  on 

.  Claims  must  be  for  costs  and 
losses  to  fire  service  organizations  occur¬ 


ring  after  October  29,  1974,  the  date  of 
enactment  of  Section  11  of  the  Act. 

§  1810.22  Audits. 

At  the  discretion  of  the  Administrator, 
all  claims  submitted  under  Section  11  of 
the  Act  and  all  records  of  the  claimant 
will  be  subject  to  audit  by  the  Adminis¬ 
trator  or  his  designee.  In  addition,  the 
Comptroller  General  of  the  United  States 
or  his  designee  shall  have  access  to  all 
books  and  records  of  all  claimants  mak¬ 
ing  claims  under  Section  11. 

§  1810.23  Penalties. 

Claimant’s  officials  or  others  who  pro¬ 
vide  information  or  dociunentation 
under  this  Part  are  subject  to  the  crimi¬ 
nal  penalties  of  Title  18  of  the  United 
States  Code,  Sections  287  and  1001, 
which  provide  for  a  fine  of  not  more  than 
$10,000  or  imprisonment  for  not  more 
than  five  years,  or  both.  The  official  is 
likewise  subject  to  the  civil  penalties  of 
31  U.S.C.  231.  Section  231  provides  that 
the  person  liable  “shall  forfeit  and  pay 
to  the  United  States  the  sum  of  $2,000, 
and,  in  addition,  double  the  amount  of 
damages  which  the  United  States  may 
have  sustained  by  the  reason  of  the  doing 
or  committing  such  act,  together  with 
the  costs  of  suit;  and  such  forefeiture 
and  damages  shall  be  sued  for  in  the 
same  suit.’’ 

Dated:  December  2, 1976. 

Howard  D.  Tipton, 
Administrator,  National  Fire 
Prevention  and  Control  Ad¬ 
ministration. 
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